What Wicca/Paganism/Witchcraft is (and isn’t); A Brief Lesson on One of the Fastest Growing Religions of America

The following should be read with an open mind. Witches have a high respect for all life-affirming religions, and we expect you to respect ours. We do not want to force you to believe our religion, but understanding it is important if we ever want to move closer to world peace and rid of ignorance. Burning this paper, or claiming it is  of “Satan” is not a very positive and intelligent thing to, as first of all, this paper is only teaching not doing anything evil, and secondly it shows how much hate one can have towards other positive religions. A wise man once said “We have nothing to fear but the unknown, which is a result of our ignorance.” Lets try to help fight the fear, not encourage it.
First of all, Wicca IS NOT “devil worship” or “Satanism”. Satan is a Christian concept, and we are not Christian -- therefore we do not believe in Satan

Deity:

Wicca recognizes two supreme deities, the mother Goddess and father God. Together, they make One or All – one deity. The Goddess has feminine traits, and the God masculine ones. All the other deities such as Pan, Ceridian, Brigid, Zeus, even Jesus and Mohammed are part of All. All the deities of the world make up the One Power.  Each deity is not The Deity, but an aspect of deity. For instance, Aphrodite, Goddess of love, has traits of love. The big deity, the main power, is not only love, but it is everything, and has love in it. Aphrodite is a Goddess that has the love characteristics of All.
Symbols: 


Wicca has one main symbol known as the pentagram, or pentacle. It looks like this:
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Each point of the pentagram has a meaning to it. The top point means Spirit, or Ashaka. The next point (going clockwise) means Earth. After that is Fire, then Wind, then lastly Water. Earth, Fire, Wind, Water, and Spirit are the five elements of Wicca. Despite horrible and ignorant rumors, the pentagram has nothing to do with anything other than those symbols, and has no relation to any evil spirits. Many people will tell you that the pentagram is the sign of the devil, but they have only heard that from someone else, who heard it from someone else… and eventually you find the source at the burning times, a time when priests and The Pope killed and tortured innocent Witches, Pagans, Jews, and even Christians, claming them evil sorcerers.  

Dogma:


We do not follow a strict dogma, unlike the Christian church. Wiccans are encouraged to form their own beliefs. Still, there are some common traditions in Wicca.

Witches Rede:


Wiccans have one main law, called the Wiccan or Witches Rede. It states “An it harm none, do as you will”. Interpreted correctly, it means that if it harms none (that includes yourself and other animals), then you can do it. It is very similar to the Golden Rule which states “Do unto others as you would do to yourself”, but The Rede is more specific. Although it is nearly impossible to do no harm what-so-ever in your life, we follow The Rede to the best of our ability. Obviously if Wiccans were really evil, they would not follow such a positive rule. 
Karma:


Witches believe in karma or the law of threefold. The law of threefold tells us that whatever we do comes back to us – only at three times the power. If one does something good, they will be returned with something better. If one does something bad, they will be returned with something worse. 

Sabbats and Esbats:


Pagans have 8 Sabbats and 12 Esbats, which follow the solar and lunar cycles of nature. Sabbats fall on the Equinoxes and Solstices of earth. One these special days, we celebrate very fun holidays. An example is Imbolg, where Pagans enjoy dancing around in a circle with a big pole in the ground. Each Witch takes a string attached to the pole and dances merrily around until the pole is covered in string, symbolizing the wheel of life. We usually have a feast after celebration, but each celebration is different.


Esbats fall on the full moon. When the moon is full, it is a very sacred and serious time. Witches usually invoke the powers of the Goddess through the moon.

Nature:


Paganism is based on nature. We love the mother earth, and respect it and treat it very well. Most Witches have active roles in helping the Earth. We recognize that all nature has a spirit to it, and the spirit, when polluted or harmed, is damaged as is the physical part of the nature.

Reincarnation:

Wiccans believe in reincarnation or that after each life the soul begins a new one. Each soul is a part of the infinite Goddess. During each life, we are given a guardian angel/spirit, and a purpose of that life. After each death we return to Summerland, a place of resting, to decide what our new life purpose will be, who our parents will be, and what type of person we will be. After one has been reincarnated so many times that they have learned all lessons to learn, they return to the Summerland to either unite with the Goddess, or become someone’s angel or spirit guide. During each life, the karma we build up effects our next life. If we live a life of evil and hate, our next life will be a life of misfortune and pain.

Spirituality: 


Pagans are very spiritual people. We meditate almost everyday (if not more) to help us relieve stress, solve complicated problems, and feel the presence of the Goddess and God. Talking to a spirit while meditating gives you a very warm feeling, a feeling of security and happiness. On a Christian note: You only have to attend any public Wiccan ceremony, and test the spirits “whether they are of God” (1 John 4:1)… they certainly are. 

Magick:


Lastly, we come to magick. Magick is spelled with a K at the end to differentiate it from stage magic, or illusions. Wiccan magick is not the kind you see on “Sabrina the Teenage Witch”, “Charmed”, or “Harry Potter”. True magick is about utilizing your God-given powers. Witches follow the Rede in magick too. If a witch does magick for purposes of harm, they will get karmic repercussions. Most pagans do magick for healing purposes, and rarely for selfish reasons such as prosperity. Performing magick is a very sacred spiritual right. Performing magick is like prayer (and witches do pray), it is very personal and effective in mysterious, not “supernatural” ways. 


When one performs magick, he or she usually sits in a space that has been purified of evil (there are numerous ways to do this). The person performing it usually invokes deities and/or spirits to help with their task. Next, the person might say a short prayer or rhyme, and then meditate on his or her goal. Once the person feels he or she has meditated enough, he or she will release her energy to the universe. The energy sent holds the goal, and it is said that the energy taps into the astral where it first makes its change, and then the change happens here on earth. The change will come either slowly or quickly, there is no way to tell. There are also more ways to do magick then there are people on earth, so not all magick is done in the same way described above.
That is basically all one needs to know to be somewhat educated on Wicca. If you want to do any more research, there is plenty of information on the internet, and there are plenty of books that can be checked out either at the library or at your local bookstore. A highly recommended book is “Wicca; a guide for the solitary practitioner” by Scott Cunningham. Another highly recommended one is “Spiral Dance” by Starhawk, or “Idiots Guide to Wicca and Witchcraft” (Author Unknown). 
-Jordan Osserman
